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Free In Jesus!
“Freedom”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

John 8:31 “Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;

John 8:32 and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. "

John 8:33 They answered Him, "We are Abraham's offspring, and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You shall become free'?"

John 8:34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.

John 8:35 "And the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.

John 8:36 "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
This is the third year that I have been sending out these weekly letters!!!!!  They were originally suggested by a good friend, John Speed.  I have to admit that sometimes I do become a bit weary of this task but God quickly reminds me of my duty and responsibility and the weariness departs.  I should never grow weary of writing just two pages each week regarding the Word of God!  There is no more rewarding task to us than studying God’s Word.  
This year, with some input from my wife, Carol, I have decided that God wants me to write about how we children of God are free.  There are many ways in which we are free and I want to look at many of them during the next few weeks.  I hope this study will be edifying to you as it will be to me.

I will start with the above verses that lay the foundation for the teaching of Jesus concerning our freedom.  
Note in verse 33 that these Jews who had been in slavery to the Babylonians, Egyptians, and others and now they are under the domination of the Romans.  Yet they say that they have never been in slavery!  They had forgotten about their centuries of slavery to other people and were blind to their slavery to sin!  Rather than pointing out their obvious error regarding their worldly slavery, Jesus pointed them to their worse slavery.  

The world has been so impressed with verse 32 that it is part of a statement by the honor society Phi Kappa Phi to which I belong.  I have often read it and even said it in some of the meetings of that society and wished that the members really understood it from its proper context.  To the world that truth is not the truth of God but the truth about the scientific and philosophical underpinnings of the universe apart from any belief in God.  But in reality there is only one truth and science and Christianity both aim toward that truth in their searches.  Note that I said “Christianity” and not “religion”.  I do not classify Christianity as a religion.  
A religion is an organization where people study the requirements for membership, affirm their intent to follow those requirements, and live a life in accord with those requirements to the best of their ability.  Judaism and Islam are religions as are many others.   Here is a dictionary definition of religion:
From Merriam-Webster: “Religion is a personal set or institutionalized system of religious attitudes, beliefs, and practices; scrupulous conformity to a cause, principle, or system of beliefs held to with ardor and faith commitment or devotion to religious faith.”
One does not become a Christian by learning and striving to live by religious attitudes, beliefs, and practices or by a scrupulous conformity to the cause of Jesus.  A Christian is a child of God and we do not earn that right by our actions:
 

John 1:12 "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,"
Contrary to what many people say, all people are not children of God.  So Christianity is the Family of God and not a religion.  No religion can lead a person to the truth.  Only the children of God have access to the truth.  As we will see over the next coming weeks this truth of God leads us to freedom not available by any other means.  Those Jews did not know that they were slaves and needed to be set free but Jesus told them that anyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Although as Jews they participated in some aspects of being a people who were chosen by God for some purposes, unless they became children of God they could not remain in the “house” (see John 8:35).  
Similarly today everyone benefits somewhat from the general blessings of God as described below:

Matt 5:45b “for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”

But only His children benefit from the specific blessings He gives only to His children. Only God’s children can remain in the “house” and receive the ultimate freedom only He can deliver.  I pray that you all are recipients of this freedom, which I will discuss this year, God willing.  
John 8:36 "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
